Profiles in Mission

These quiz questions are designed to have fun and learn a little at the same time.

Don’t try to use them all at one meeting!

The question numbers match the page numbers in the book.

Note: Many of these questions were first used at a meeting of the St. John Presbyterial. 

 Feel free to adapt or insert bonus questions for your own Presbyterial.

1. While Rev. J. Fraser Campbell waited to go to the mission field in 1876, he spoke to several ladies’ groups about the need to form some kind of society to support foreign missions.

To what country was he waiting to go?

2. The first missionary supported by the AMS, then called The Halifax Woman’s Foreign Mission Society, went to Trinidad.

What was her name?

3. Miss Isabella McCulloch was the first Young People’s Secretary, serving as such for 17 years.

Where was her home?

4. Mrs. R. F. Burns of Halifax was the first president of our Society.

What was her first name?

5. For thirty years, until 1925, delegates to Annual Meetings gave breathless attention to the carefully prepared and clear reports of Janet P. Blackwood.

What office did she hold?

6. Ellen MacKay covenanted with God that one of her six children would become a missionary.

Of what Presbyterial was she the first President?

Bonus point: Which of her children became a missionary?

7. Rev. Hugh Robertson and his wife, Christine, both from Pictou County spent 42 years as missionaries.

Where did they work?

8. When they arrived in the New Hebrides, they learned that a missionary couple had been murdered by the natives.

Who were that couple?

9. Although Christine Robertson was a Pictou County native, after her husband’s death she made her home in a far away country where she remained until her death.

In what country did she spend the last years of her life?

10. Dr. Mary MacKay Buchanan was, for 47 years, a missionary of the gospel, doctor, teacher, counsellor and mother to the people of India.

What special group did she work amongst?

11. A group of ladies gathered in the Truro manse in 1893 to make long-reaching plans.
What were they planning to do?

12. This new publication could be a study guide for missionary meetings with program ideas and missionary correspondence.  

How much would it cost?

13.  The Presbyterian Message was originally known simply as The Message.  Since 1893, there have been only ten editors.

Who was the first editor?  Bonus points: Name the two editors from St. John Presbyterial

14. Charlotte Harrington, daughter of famous parents, was the second editor of The Message.

Who were her parents?

15. Dr. Kate MacMillan devoted over 20 years of service to the people of Korea and when she died of typhus in 1922, mourners lined the streets to show their respects.

Where was she born?

16. Jessie McLeod’s efforts in fund-raising for Belgian Relief were recognized by the King of Belgium.

How did the W.M.S. recognize her contributions to the Society?

17. In 1885, “Halifax” was dropped from the name of the Society and in1905 the name was changed again when home missions was recognized as part of the work of the Society.

What was the name of the Society between 1905 and 1915?

18. Miss Catherine Mair of Atholville, N.B. was designated to Korea as a missionary.  Shortly after she arrived there, she fell in love with another missionary to Korea and married him.

Whom did she marry?

19. In 1915, the name once again underwent a change to one that it was to keep for more than 70 years.

What was that name?

20. Annie Brims of Halifax, N,S. served on the W.M.S. Executive for many years in an office that the current Executive no longer has.

What was that office?

21. Mrs. Mary Macnab was well known in Halifax circles as a social worker and published poet.  During the First World War, she was one of the first women in that city to open her home to the Armed Forces.

What office did she hold in the W.M.S. from 1907 to 1938?

22. Irene Creighton was a member of the W.M.S. auxiliary of Grove Church, Halifax. She and other members of her auxiliary died all in one day.

What was the cause?

23. Mrs. Bertha Putman was trained as a Domestic Science teacher and became a minister’s wife in Hopewell, N.S.  After her husband’s death, she attended the Presbyterian Missionary and Deaconess Training Home for one year.

What was her title then?

24. Hazel Gunn was, before her marriage, a missionary nurse in Korea.  She tended another missionary in her last illness in 1919.

Who was that missionary?

25. The Order of Deaconess was conferred on Miss Cora Sinclair in 1912 and she worked in the City of Saint John for the next 13 years until accident and ill health overtook her.

In what city church was she a member?

26. Mrs. Annie McIntyre was a charter member of the Whitney Pier Auxiliary in Cape Breton in 1928.  She delivered the Message personally to as many as 30 households, even when she was in her 70’s.

What means of transportation did she use?

27. An unnamed widow gave a very special gift to the W.M.S. in 1921.  It was divided, sold and re-sold and eventually earned $1383.oo for missions.

What was the gift?

28. Miss Susan Sylvester of New Glasgow, worked for many years as a deaconess in many parts of the Maritimes and the Gaspé.   The end of World War I brought increased immigration from Europe.

What language did Miss Sylvester learn in order to work among them?

29. Miss Luella Crockett grew up in Pictou County, became a deaconess and went to work as a missionary in China.  During the Second World War, her work was interrupted for several years.

What was the interruption?

30. Dr. Florence Murray was famous as a medical missionary in Korea.  After the Korean War, she worked for a time on a Danish hospital ship, for which work she was decorated by the King of Denmark.

What degree did Pine Hill confer on her?

31. The Maritime Home For Girls opened in 1914 and provided a home for girls between the ages of nine and nineteen.  Among other things, girls were taught plain cooking, scullery and dining room work.

Where was this Home?

32. Mrs. Lewis Moore, from North Sydney, N.S. was president of the Society from 1921 to 1929.  Her loyalty to Presbyterianism and her devotion to duty were a bulwark in days of chaos and confusion.

What period in our church history is referred to?

33. Estelle MacKenzie was a deaconess from Pictou County.  Among other assignments, she worked in Titusville and Salt Springs in St. John Presbytery.

What gift is given annually in her memory?

34.  After church union, on July 23, 1925, a duly constituted  Board of Management of the W.M.S. of the Presbyterian Church in Canada met to affirm the same name and constitution.

What third item was declared unchanged?

35. Lucy Montgomery of Halifax was a charter member of the Society in 1876 and its first recording secretary.  Herself a writer, she bore the same name as a noted writer from Prince Edward Island.

What middle name distinguished them?

36. Ethel G. Shaw was Assistant Editor of The Presbyterian Message for three years and succeeded Mrs. Mary Macnab on her death in 1938.   She continued as Editor until her own death in 1942.

What church had an auxiliary named in her memory?

37. Miss Ethel Chisholm went to Formosa in 1929 as a missionary nurse.  She worked in the Mackay Memorial Hospital and was highly respected and loved by the students she trained.

What is the modern-day name for Formosa?

38. Miss Jean MacGregor served as treasurer of the W.M.S. for eleven years.  She was one of the first women to sit on the Administrative Council of the Presbyterian Church.

What was the name of her famous great-grandfather?

39. In the history of our Society, there have been only ten editors of The Presbyterian Message.  In 2005, we installed our tenth treasurer.  

Who was number nine?

40. Miss Lena Fraser was the smiling face and friendly handshake at the Immigration Pier in Halifax from 1926 to 1948.  She met immigrants, returning soldiers, war brides and displaced persons, all in the name of the Presbyterian Church in Canada.

What was the more common name of the Immigration Pier?

41. Miss Fraser passed away in 1954 and her funeral service was held in St. David’s Church in Halifax.  Another service was held in her home church in Pictou County where she was interred in the family plot.

Where was her home church?

42. Miss Annie Aird, a member of St. Matthew’s Presbyterian Church in Saint John, was designated as a missionary in 1928.  She was the first woman missionary for the W.M.S. (E.D.) since church union.

To what country did she go?

43. The second missionary to be designated since the “Disruption” was Miss Mary Dallas from Windsor, N.S. who went to Guiana as a nurse.  She resigned the following year but continued to do mission work.

What was her reason for resigning?

44. Miss Mary Murray was a graduate of McGill University and the Deaconess Training College.  She spent three years in British Guiana as a missionary teacher before returning home to marry a minister.   

Who did she marry?

45. Miss Hazel Dean grew up in Pictou County but in 1932, she married Albert Morrison of Barnesville, N.B.  Before marriage she worked as a deaconess in the Sussex area, Whitney Pier and Halifax.

Name one of the two communities in the Sussex area in which she worked.

46. Miss Ruby Johnston was from Sunny Corner, N.B.  She graduated as a deaconess in 1929 and worked in the Chalmers Jack Mission for four years.  

Where was the Chalmers Jack Mission?

47. Miss Ethel MacDonald became a deaconess in 1929 and went as an evangelistic worker to Japan.  On her return home, she worked in Halifax-Lunenburg and St. John Presbyterials.

Among what people did she work in Japan?

48. Mrs. Cameron Elliot of Sussex was president of the General Society from 1932 to 1935 and again from 1939 to 1940.

What was her occupation before marriage?

49. The Ruth Auxiliary of the AMS in Sydney Mines is named for the wife of a former minister.

What was her name?

50. Miss Annie MacMillan of North Sydney was a W.M.S. member and supporter of the Chalmers Jack mission.  Her chief joys were teaching children in Sunday School, weekday groups and camp.

How did the Chalmers Jack Mission get its name?

51. St. David’s AMS auxiliary in Toney River, NS. Has had, over the years, many dedicated members.  One of them prepares a special gift for both children and adults for Halloween.

What is that special gift?

52. After Anne Redmond of Pugwash married Alex MacDonald, she made her home in Glace Bay.  She served as President of the General Society from 1946 to 1950.  Her sister followed in her footsteps, serving as President from 1950 to 1953.

Who was her sister?

53. Mrs. Caroline Ross was president of the General Society from 1935 to 1939.   

Where did she live at that time?

54. Elizabeth MacDougall Brown of Prince Edward Island began work as a deaconess in 1931 and worked in the Chalmers Jack Mission.  Her younger sister also became a deaconess.

Who was her younger sister?

55. Mary MacVey Cameron was a 1932 graduate of the Presbyterian Missionary and Deaconess Home and went to Formosa under the auspices of the Western Division of the W.M.S.

Where did Mary grow up?

56. Edna Cameron, president of the Society from 1981 to 1984, began her teaching career in country schools in the Miramichi area.  However most of her 35 years of teaching were in High School.

Name one of the three subjects she taught.

57. The first Missionary Society was organized in Halifax in 1876 and the first Mission Band was started there in 1879.  

Where did the Mission Band first meet?

58. Mrs. Isabel Carmichael moved from the Eastern Townships to Cape Breton.  Trained as a teacher, she later graduated as a deaconess and even after her marriage continued to support the Society in many ways.

Why did she move to Cape Breton?

59. Margaret Ross Williams grew up in Pictou County and was designated as a deaconess to work in Cape Breton.  Her work there so endeared her to the congregations that an auxiliary was named in her honour.

When she moved from the Maritimes, where did she work?

60.  In 1934, an illustration of a “missions building” was given.  CGIT was the second floor, Young Women’s Work the next and W.M.S. at the top with oversight for the others.  

What was on the first floor?

61. Irene Sampson was a minister’s wife in Sunny Corner, N.B. from 1936 to 1947. She and her husband ran a comprehensive summer Bible School for children which she continued even after his death.

What did she do that endeared her to the congregation?

62. Margaret MacRae Morrison was a nurse and deaconess in Cape Breton before her marriage.

Who did she marry?

63. Miss Mabel Bannerman, born and educated in Hampton, lived there most of her life.  She was editor of The Presbyterian Message from 1989 to 1981.

What was her profession?

64. Elsie MacKay has been a member of the W.M.S./AMS for more than 6o years.  She has been an officer for the General Society and Presbyterial.  In 2004, her auxiliary was re-named in her honour.  

In what church is this auxiliary?

65. Miss Dolly Matthew from Prince Edward Island became a deaconess in 1943.  She spent one summer working in Kouchibouquac, N.B. and several weeks of the summer at the Synod camp in Nova Scotia.

What is the name of the camp?

66. A deaconess from Pictou County spent three years in Guiana while her fiancee waited at home.

Who was she?

67. Sara Cunningham began to attend W.M.S. meetings when she was only eight or nine years old.

Why?

68. A teacher from Sackville, N.B. used her gift for teaching in Sunday School and in the W.M.S. as Education Secretary.

Who was she?         Bonus point: Name her sister

69.  Helen Beale was Honorary President of St. John Presbyterial.  

What did she say to inspire a special fund?

70. Mrs. Ethel Hoar of Saint John was named an Honorary President by both her Presbyterial and the General Society.  At an Annual Meeting, she reminded the delegates that the first Mission Band in the Presbyterial had been formed there.

Where were they?

71. Bessie Halliwell, a deaconess from Prince Edward Island, worked first in the Presbytery of Cape Breton, then at Pier 21, welcoming newcomers to Canada.

Where is Pier 21?

72. Priscilla Archibald grew up on a farm near New Glasgow, N.S.  She became a minister’s wife, a missionary in Japan and an ordained minister.

Who did she marry?

73. Anna B. MacDonald, a deaconess from Cape Breton, has a special AMS fund named in her honour. 

What are the funds ear-marked for?

74. Miss Mary Nichol, from Smith Falls, Ontario, trained as a nurse and went to India under the auspices of the W.M.S. (E.D.) She initiated a Nursing School to  help alleviate the nursing shortage.

In what hospital was she working?

75. Mrs. Blanche Stewart from Charlottetown was the first Historical Secretary of the W.M.S.

How long did she hold the office?

76. Margaret MacDougall, a deaconess from Wood Islands, P.E.I., was Regional Secretary for the Maritime Synod.

What did she learn to do to be more effective in her work?

77. Margaret MacDougall turned the sod for a new building at Camp Geddie but by the time it was completed, she was too ill to see it.

What name was given to the building?

78. A member of St. John Presbyterial since 1951 was on the Executive for six years as Corresponding and Supply Secretary.  In 1999, she was named an Honorary President of the General Society.

Who is she?

79. Mrs. Charles MacDonald served as Editor of The Presbyterian Message from 1952 to 1957.

The following year, she accepted another office which she held for ten years.

What was the office?

80. Mrs. Edna MacKeigan of Cape Breton, a W.M.S. member in Cape Breton since 1954, has been involved in a children’s summer program for 27 years.

What is the name of this program?

81. Mrs. Helen MacDonald, a teacher in Cape Breton loved to write, especially poetry.  One poem, 

well-known in AMS circles, tells of a sudden snow storm surprising a gathering at an Annual Meeting.

Where was that Annual Meeting held?

82. Many Annual Meeting goers will remember Margaret MacKay for her faithfulness in attending W.M.S. events.  Her home Presbyterial knew her as a walking historian.

What was her home Presbyterial?

83. When the 80th anniversary of the W.M.S. was celebrated in Kensington, P.E.I., a special offering was given for a new school of nursing at Jobat Hospital in India.

Who had opened this new school?

84. Dorothy Murchison from Charlottetown was President of the Society from 1978 to 1981.  She didn’t move to Canada until after her marriage to Dr. A. J. Murchison.

In what country did she grow up?

85. Hilda Copp of Port Elgin, N.B. will be remembered for her contributions to our Society but there is another organization within the Church where her name is even better known.

What is that organization?

86. Beryl Hunter, who worked as a deaconess before her marriage, conducted a survey in the Halifax/Lunenburg Presbytery which led to the establishment of a new Presbyterian Church.

Where was that church?

87. Greg Reid of New Glasgow, N.S. was a keen supporter of Leadership Training as Education Convener from 1980 to 1986.  Her own auxiliary was renamed in her honour.

In what church was this done?

88. She is elder, organist, choir director, Past president of the St. John Presbyterial and has served two terms as Corresponding and Supply Secretary for the General Society.

Who is this lady?

89. The Annual Meeting of the W.M.S. was held in Moncton, N.B. in 1954.  It was noted that one special group had been left out of the thanks expressed.

What group was that?

90. Dorothy Creighton of Chatham was president of the General Society from 1992 to 1995.  She initiated a project suggested by the Barries in Malawi that many AMS members and their friends responded to.

What was the project?

91. Mrs. Frances Gunn was Children’s Work Secretary for the General Society from 1958 to 1963.  She suggested a goal and a motto for children’s work.

What was it?

92. While Georgine Caldwell studied at Gordon College in Massachusetts, finances were very tight but she only told God about them.  She received one very special money gift.

What did she use it for?

93. Georgine Caldwell taught for 25 years in Taiwan and was eventually awarded an honourary doctorate by the seminary in which she worked.

What was the seminary?

94. Joan Posno was Editor of The Presbyterian Message from 1975 to 1987.  At the age of 74 she learned a new skill to help her do the job better.

What was that skill?

95. Dr. Margaret Webster, past principal of Ewart College, spent most of her life in Ontario but she  spent her formative years in the Maritimes where her father was minister to a city church.

What province did she grow up in?

96. Winnifred Bean was president of the General Society from 1984 to 1987.  She guided members of the society through many meetings as its future direction was discussed.

What major change was made at this time?

97. Peggy Bulmer of Saint John was Children’s Work Secretary for the General Society for seven years, then served an additional four years as Mission Education secretary.

What position does she currently hold in St. John Presbyterial?

98. Christine Shaw, a deaconess from Prince Edward Island, worked in the Atlantic Synod for 11 years.  In 1981, her work  with the Presbytery of St. John which led to the building of a new church.

Where was this church?

99. Mrs. Eva MacLean, a minister’s wife in Halifax, was appointed by the W.M.S. to do a special work, one which she carried on for 22 years.

What was it?

100.  Emma Elton was a member of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church but gave assistance in the newly formed congregation of St. Aiden’s.  She went on to become a deaconess, the first from her city.

What was her city?

101.  Norma Jean Goldsmith: “While others found their wheels clogged and stopped, Norma always found a way to press on.”  In 2002, the Association of Presbyterian Church Educators honored her with a special award.

What was it?

102. Florence Watt, now a Baptist minister’s wife, graduated from Ewart College in 1963 and worked as a deaconess in Pictou Presbytery for 3 years.   

Who was he?

103. Marian Godfrey was treasurer of the General Society from 1992 to 2005.  During her time as treasurer, a long-standing policy was changed regarding the office.

What was it?   Bonus question: What is the name of Marian’s husband who assisted her in her work?

104. Ina Adamson was the first woman elder in Pictou Presbytery in 1969.  In 1976, she became the Dean and Director of Field Education at Ewart College.  In 1990 she accepted a position with the AMS.

What was it?

105. Miss Elsie Lee spent several years in the Atlantic Synod, doing visitation and carrying the message of the Gospel into the homes of many immigrants.

What language did these immigrants speak?

106. Miss June Pratt trained as both a Registered Nursing Assistant and as a deaconess.  She has worked in both Pictou Presbytery and Halifax/Lunenburg Presbytery as well as being active at Camp Geddie.

From which Presbyterial did she first come?

107. Margaret Sylvester was a High School Latin teacher but when she retired she became more involved in the work of the AMS, serving as secretary-treasurer of The Presbyterian Message and then President.

She was a sister to what deaconess?

108. In 1968, Joan Posno wrote an article for The Presbyterian Message encouraging members to donate old records to the Society for safe-keeping.

What position did she hold at that time?

109. Agnes Johnston from Pictou Presbyterial and Billie MacVicar of Cape Breton Presbyterial have each held the same office in the AMS, both appointed in recognition of their many contributions to the Society.

What office?

110. Miss Wilma Welsh spent all her working life in Ontario and Taiwan once smuggled out copies of the new Romanized New Testament, forbidden by the government, to give to the Bible Society in New York.

Where did she hide the documents?

111. The first lay woman to be nominated for the position of Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Canada was guest speaker for the 125th Annual Meeting.

Who was it?

112. Rev. Donald MacKay worked for many years as a missionary in Nigeria and, since 1998, has been the Atlantic Synod Staff Worker.  He received a doctorate from Union Theological Seminary in 2001.

Where was he ordained?  Bonus question: Who did he marry in 2005?

113. Kay Reynolds was a founding member of the PEI Chapter of the Multiple Sclerosis Society.  She has maintained her courage and zest for life throughout all the years that she has had MS.

How long ago was she diagnosed?

114. Jean Clarke was the second deaconess to come from St. John’s, Newfoundland.  She spent six years as Associate Regional Secretary for the Atlantic Synod.  

Where did she study to become a deaconess?

115.  While Vera Hoeg was Personnel and Policy Convener, that Committee undertook a revision of an important document.  

What was it?

116. In 1980, Margaret Stewart (now Mrs. David Craig) went to Papua, New Guinea where she worked as a volunteer for three years.  Some of her patients suffered from TB.

What disease afflicted the others?

117. The Annual Meeting in St. John’s, Newfoundland, in 1972 will be long remembered for the sudden unexpected snowstorm that greeted delegates as they emerged from the church.

What was the month?

118. The Burning Bush, accompanied by the motto “Burning but not consumed”, has long been a symbol of Presbyterianism.

What does it symbolize about the Presbyterian Church in Canada?

119. Shirley Murdock was installed as Executive Secretary of the AMS in 1996 and very capably held that position until 2001.  She left at that time to pursue another goal.

What was it?

120. To celebrate the 100th anniversary of the W.M.S., the Newfoundland delegates composed a song describing various events in the Presbyterial’s history.  The song names their two deaconesses.

Name one.

121. Alice Condon of Moncton, N.B. gave unreservedly of her time, talents and means.  In honour of the 100th anniversary of the W.M.S. she gave a special gift to her congregation.

What was it?

122. In 1979, it was decided to hold a May mini-conference in Truro, N.S. from Tuesday to Thursday.  What was it called?

123.  Anna MacKay served on the Executive as Historical Secretary and was a member of the Maritime Regional CGIT Committee.  She also had a talent for writing and had some material published.

What kind of writings were published?

124.  Winnie Wilson has held many offices on the AMS Executive including Children’s Work Secretary and President.   At home, she has one of the top flocks of Dorsets in New Brunswick.

What are Dorsets?

125. Joan Ashley entered Ewart College in 1975.  After graduation and marriage, she continued to do the work of a deaconess, assisting with retreats, VBS, Camp MacLeod and Presbyterial rallies.

In what Presbytery is Camp MacLeod?

126. Viola Johnstone is an elder, retired home economist.  Her poetry has appeared in The Presbyterian Message.  She is accomplished in another area of writing which benefits the whole community.

What does she write?

127. Before her marriage, in 1977, Marlene Burdett was part of a Youth Evangelism Team that toured through the Atlantic Provinces.

What was it called?

128. Now an ordained minister within the Presbytery of St. John, Cheryl MacFadyen was designated as a deaconess in 1982.

In what church was the designation service held?

129. As President, Marlene Sinnis represented the Society at the 100th anniversary celebrations of the Bhil people in India.  She was a charter member of a new congregation in the Presbytery of St. John.

What congregation?

130. Janice Carter has been Editor of The Presbyterian Message since 1987.  Since her marriage, she has lived in Kouchibouguac, N.B. but she was born within the Presbytery of St. John.

Where was she born?

131. Rev. Kenneth Stright was one of the first men to become a member of the AMS when a change in name and policy made this possible.

In what year was the change made?

132. Rev. Steven Cho was a graduate of Taiwan Theological Seminary.  When he was ordained in Canada in 1972, it had been 100 years since the first Canadian Presbyterian missionary had gone to Taiwan.

Who was that missionary?

133. In 1991, Audrey Cameron was Youth Director for the Atlantic Synod.  She asked AMS auxiliaries to pray for the youth of the Synod as groups and individuals.

What was reported as a popular time chosen for prayer?

134. Rev. Glen David has been a Life Member and promoter of the Society for many years.  Though often present at AMS Annuals, he attended the 124th Annual in St. John’s, Newfoundland, in a special role.

What was it?

